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tion. Although he knew that the protective policy was supported by several members of his Cabinet, he never recommended it in his Messages and he interposed his Veto against a Bill for the repair of the Cumberland Road in a message in Avhich the whole subject, so far as it related to the exercise of Federal jurisdiction over the territory embraced, was elaborately discussed.
The Cumberland Road was established under the Presidency of Mr. Jefferson, and whilst Mr. Gallatin0 was Secretary of the Treasury. It was originally contemplated to be made out of the avails arising from the sales of the public lands, and was established to promote such sales. But Congress soon fell into the habit of anticipating- the receipts from that source by appropriations from the Treasury and this [practice] had been almost annually repeated for more than twenty years and had received the Executive approval from Jefferson and Madison.
The jurisdiction by the Federal Government, which constituted the foundation of Mr. Monroe's objection had never 'been exercised; but he was, I think, quite right in assuming that the establisliment and support of the Road involved the claim of a right to its exercise and therefore fairly presented the constitutional question upon which he took, as to that point, the true ground. The Bill came up soon after I had taken my seat in the Senate and I voted for it rather on the ground of its paternity and the subsequent acquiesence in it, than from an examination of the subject. The whole matter was afterwards very thoroughly investigated by me when I found reason to regret that vote and to take not only an early opportunity to avow iny error but also a decided stand against the claim in both aspects of Jurisdiction and Appropriation.
The unavoidable and improper conflict of jurisdiction between the Federal and State authorities that must arise from the establisliment of the Internal Improvement System advocated by its friends, was apparent, and the objections arising from that source was insuper- -able. Pressed by the force of this argument the friends of the Road almost always shunned the discussion of that branch of the subject and insisted that the Federal Government could exercise a salutary agency in the matter by appropriations of money without cessions of jurisdiction. This power was fully conceded by Mr. Monroe, and the exercise of it was sure in the end to impoverish the National Treasury by improvident grants to private companies and State works, and to corrupt Federal legislation by the opportunities it would present for favoritism. I shall hereafter have occasion to speak as well of the part I took in -this matter subsequently, as of the total and, I hope, final overthrow of the principle.
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